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without reason, that we lack ability.   Can anyone else point out a
remedy?
I earnestly hope that the residents of the three cities will take
the utmost interest in the work of the municipalities, encourage
their representatives and emerge victorious in the unnecessary
dispute with the cities which the Government has started, and thus
win their freedom.
OUR PROTECTION
Since we want to be independent of the protection afforded
by the Government's power, we have necessarily to think out how
we might ensure our protection. So far, the Government's police,
its military, its guns and swords protected us. Who will do so
when the Government leaves? Who will protect us from the danger
of robbers and dacoits ? So long as such questions are asked, we
are fit neither for swa,raj nor do we deserve to be called men.
Why cannot we protect our cities and villages right now?
The seven-and-a-half lakh villages of India ask no such questions.
They are not protected by the Government. Villages manage to
protect themselves and those which are unable to do so get robbed
even today. Even the Government has not protected villages, no
one can protect them, against internal disorders. They ought to
be ready to protect themselves or train themselves for the pur-
pose.
From every town and village, persons should come forward as
volunteers whose job it would be to protect the people and who
would do night-patrolling. In this matter, too, no one can restrain
us. Only, the people themselves need to get ready for this work.
It requires not arms but courage. One who is awake is in
less danger of being robbed. Obviously, all cannot keep awake
day and night, and hence some should be ready to do night-patrol-
ling. Lights and patrolling, these two, are enough to keep cities
safe.
In addition to this, we should also take other steps for re-
forming people. We should seek out thieves and, instead of punish-
ing them, try to educate them. Once we have met a thief personal-
ly, he will not probably dare to commit thefts again. Those for
whom stealing is a profession are likely to give trouble, but the effect
of the general purification is sure to be felt by them too. It is for
sadhus to reinforce this. If they become true sadhus, they will
certainly attach the utmost importance to this work. Sadhus
should mix among members of communities which regard robbery,
dacoity, etc., as their profession and should rescue them from their